
Advent Greetings from Father Penn 
 
   Advent begins a new liturgical season for us.  It is not so much a time of penitential 
practice as is the Season of Lent as it is a time of preparation for the Comings of Christ.  
We begin these special days of grace by reflecting upon the Coming of Christ in glory and to ready 
ourselves for His return.  We are to be watchful and mindful that He will return to judge and living and 
the dead.  Therefore, we must resolve to live as Christ has taught us to live and not to be drawn into the 
passing ways of this world.  In this way we will be prepared and eager upon Christ’s return. 
   December 17th through midafternoon of December 24th are ancient novena days of the Church as we 
focus on and prepare ourselves to celebrate the coming of our Lord in history centuries ago in His Birth 
at Bethlehem.  These days we listen to the words of the prophets and the evangelists as they prepare us 
to once again celebrate the great mystery of the Incarnation: God becoming One with us, so that we 
might become one with Him. 
   Advent of 2020 is going to be unique in so many ways due to the global pandemic.  Do not, though, let 
COVID-19 prevent us from living and participating in these days of Advent.  I refer you to Bishop 
McKnight’s decree on diocesan activities that is available on our website homepage or our Facebook 
page.  As much as each of us is either suffering from either the disease itself, know of people who are, or 
are dealing with the psychological weight of the many months of this pandemic, we must do everything 
possible to protect ourselves and others from this disease.  Exercise caution and common sense.  Avoid 
risky and dangerous activities and behavior.  Follow the recommendations of Bishop McKnight and the 
CDC and all in authority and leadership, pointing the way for community safety and the common good.  
As I mentioned to all of you before: this is a pro-life issue.  If we are pro-life and believe in the sanctity of 
life, we are to choose to protect the dignity of personal and one another’s lives by making right 
decisions and abandoning selfish and irresponsible choices. 
   Due to the pandemic a Communal Penance Service for Advent will not be held either in this church or 
in any church in the diocese.  I am, however making the Sacrament of Penance available in addition to 
the Saturday schedule of 4:15-4:45 p.m.  Confessions will be scheduled in the church with Fr. Medina 
assisting me on Tuesday, December 15th from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and on Thursday, December 17th 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  I will be available for Confessions in the church on Monday, December 21st from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, December 22nd from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  As always, I am available 
for this sacrament by calling me at the office. 
   Tuesday, December 8th, is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a 
Holy Day of Obligation (refer to Bishop McKnight’s decree).  I will celebrate the following Masses for the 
parish on this day: Monday, December 7th at 7:00 p.m. and Tuesday, December 8th at 5:30 p.m.   
   Friday, December 25th, is the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord, a Holy Day of Obligation (refer to 
Bishop McKnight’s decree).  Due to the possible difficulty of maintaining the number of people to safely 
attend Mass, the following Masses will be celebrated on Thursday, December 24th: 

3:00 p.m. in the church (Fr. Stephen Jones) 
3:00 p.m. in the school cafeteria (for church overflow if needed-Fr. Michael Penn) 

7:00 p.m. in the church (Fr. Stephen Jones)  
7:00 p.m. in the school cafeteria (Fr. Michael Penn) 

9:00 p.m. in the church (Fr. Stephen Jones) 
and on Friday, December 25th:  9:00 a.m. 

   Again, I want to express my gratitude and appreciation for all your prayers and support during the time 
of my hospitalization and this period of recuperation.  I am also grateful for your patience as I regain my 
strength and get back to a normal schedule and routine.  I was and continue to be overwhelmed by your 
loving and caring response during these past months.  Be assured of your daily remembrance in my 
prayers. 
   Let us begin this new liturgical year let us resolve to strengthen our faith and renew our hope in our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  May this Advent Season be a time for us to prepare for Christ and not busy 
ourselves with other matters of less significance.    


